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Synopsis

This volume presents biographical and critical information on Salinger, viewpoints on the
depression, and contempora ry assessments well as a chronology of important date s in the
author’s life, discussion questions, a guide to additional literary works that focus on the same

issues, a bibliography for further resea rch and a thorough subject index.
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Customer Reviews

This volume presents biographical and critical information on Salinger, viewpoints on the
depression, and contempora ry assessments well as a chronology of important date s in the
author’s life, discussion questions, a guide to additional literary works that focus on the same

issues, a bibliography for further resea rch and a thorough subject index.

My son needed an authoritative source of literary criticism for a junior paper in his Honors English
course. Since his school in online and we are located in a rural setting, this particular source met
and exceeded his needs. The book is a compilation of literary essays by psychologists, literary
critics and English professors. It was refreshing to find a thorough analysis of JD Salinger’s
definitive work and to discover that there are views about the antihero, Holden Caulfield, that do not
promote him as a saintly or heroic figure who is the victim of society. There were a variety of
explorations into the themes of the novel and some were very strongly pro-Holden, and others were

not. It was an excellent and balanced source that enabled my son to achieve full points on his own



literary criticism analysis.Since obtaining inter-library loan reference materials is difficult, | am
delighted that | was able to find this source online, and to obtain it much more quickly than the
process that would have taken six weeks for our son to finally obtain a copy of this book or other
comparable items (haven’t found one by the way! Ben ordered some reference materials that were
too divergent from his own thesis and it took 3 weeks to obtain those; to seek for more and order
more--realizing that there were limitations on number of items and source locations; | was extremely

thankful to find this on !)
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